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When I came to Holy Redeemer in October 2023, I
expressed my vision to the Parish Pastoral and
finance Councils. Among other important things, I
vowed to focus on “Family life” and missions. I even
told Bishop Boyea, that 

“Holy Redeemer is now a missionary Parish”

Aware that this first year is more of observing,
learning and laying down the foundations of this
vision, I believe that, so far, we are progressing step
by step in doing so with your collaboration. Thanks
to the Parish staff and the two Parish Councils.
Thanks to every one of you as we learn to know
each other better and to journey together. Thanks for
your incredible love. Thanks to those who even
supported me with prayer and financially assisted
me to go back to Cameroon in order to bury my
grandmother. Thanks to those who have already
invited me to have an experience with their families.
Thanks to those who continue to come over to the
office just to know me better and to show their love
and support to me as their Pastor. As I celebrated
the feast day of St. George, I said a special prayer
for each of you through his intercession!

As I just mentioned above, this year aims at laying
down some important foundations and setting up a
road-map for our Parish for the next few years. For
Example, the time table of the Masses has now
been clearly set up: having daily Masses, one
healing Mass monthly, power hour adoration every
Thursday, Divine Mercy prayer group, Heart to heart
ministry, Grief support group, Divorce group, the
CCW, the Knights of Columbus, the Men’s club, the
youth, adult formation, Marriage desk, and our
outreach, all these spiritual activities, find strong
support and adherence in my heart and my actions.
We need to first focus on building up our spiritual life;
for the first and foremost role of the Parish is to
proclaim the Gospel and to make authentic disciples.
Jesus himself tells us: 

“But seek first the kingdom of God and his
righteousness, and all these things will be added
to you.” (Mt 6:33) 

Let us build on solid ground, the word of God, Jesus
our Rock! (cf. Mt 7:24-27).
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In order to keep, our Parish in line with our yearly
budget, we will launch a stewardship campaign in
September this year, while in October of this same
year, we will have our Parish fundraiser, which we
have baptized: “Harvest Weekend”. I will reach out
to each of you about this at the appointed time as I
did with the DSA. Thanks a million times for your
dedication! In the perspective of reinforcing and
expanding our missionary vision, we intend to
strengthen our Holy Redeemer scholarship and
outreach program (Collection every third of the
month) by putting into it, a healing and restoration
aspect. Thanks to Dcn. Omar and all volunteers in
that beautiful and wonderful ministry! Thanks to the
committee of parents working to help with tuition
fees of students who benefit from Holy Redeemer
Scholarship.

For the Divine Mercy Foundation, our aim this year
is to finalize the building of an orphanage in
Cameroon, helping poor children with tuition fees,
and supporting the vocation promotion by raising
funds for Pallottine seminarians to the priesthood. I
will write a letter to you about this, as I would like this
vocation promotion to take place on the weekend of
29th – 30th June, which is the anniversary of my
priestly ordination. What a remembrance!

Now, coming back to homebound, sometimes those
who are homebound are easily forgotten. I thought
that I would start by visiting all of them to bring hope,
love and the sacrament of the Eucharist to them.

Since the month of February, I have visited 21
homebound parishioners, and this has been a
powerful and joyful experience for me and for them. I
was so touched by the visitation of Mr. Antonio
Perez, who last saw the priest 4 years ago. This was
an experience of the resurrection for him as well as
for others. I was also amazed that most of them
knew me by name and they were so excited. They
were so happy to share with me their stories, where
they are coming from, and how much they love God
and the Catholic Church.

Most of them love to watch our Masses online and
they would not like to miss it. The moment of tears
was indeed the time of the reception of the Body of
Christ. After receiving the Body of Christ, I could see
tears running through their eyes. Christ in the
Eucharist is indeed our true life. As I’m sharing this
experience, which is transforming my life everyday, I
would like to encourage you to visit a homebound or 
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a fallen away parishioner and to give them love, and
to bring them Jesus. I also encourage you to let the
office know if there is any homebound around you or
any whom you know. This opens me up to the
second phase of our journey of strengthening the
family ministries. I want to visit “your family”. Please
just contact me whenever you think we can do so.

I'm writing these words to you in fulfillment of Jesus'
mandate sending his disciples to the villages, cities
and towns: 

“Go! …Heal the sick, raise the dead, cleanse
those who have leprosy, drive out demons.
Freely you have received; freely give.” (Mt 10:8)
 
Have a great Sunday, 
Christ is risen, alleluia, alleluia!
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